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January. 612 18S1- 

ard Ralston ; and seven minerals from Lieut. Allen Deas, 
TJ. S. K 

A communication on three new species of shells (Dolium) 
by Mr. Isaac Lea for the Transactions. 



1831. Jan'yl. (Present, 23. DuPonceau in the Chair; 
Chapman, F. Bache, Kane, Vaughan, Griffith, "Wetherill, 
Lorich, Meigs, Nicklin, Harlan, Morton, Keating, A. D. 
Bache, D. B. Smith, Lukens, Bancker, Pickering, Lea, Hays, 
Quadrado, Del Rio, Vaux.) 

Election of officers reported (42 votes cast) : 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

President — DuPonceau. 

Vice-Presidents — Collins, Chapman, Hopkinson. 
Secretaries — Ord, F. Bache, C. C. Biddle, Kane. 
Councillors for three years — N". Biddle, Collin, Meredith. 
Councillor for one year, in lieu of Hopkinson — Keating. 
Curators — P. Eglesfeld Griffith, Wetherill, Lea. 
Treasurer — Vaughan. 

Committee on Harlan's new species of Orang from Assam 
reported for publication. Accepted. 

Committee on Del Rio's paper (Becquerel's process), report- 
ed it for publication. Accepted. 

Library donations from Babbage, DesMoulins and three 
others. 

Cabinet donations from Mr. Kraff: Minerals from the 
Perkiomen mines. 

A Portrait of Dr. Wistar (formerly President of the So- 
ciety) by Sully, was presented by Henry Seybert. 

Two papers by Mr. Lea describing new shells were read 
and referred to Nicklin, Morton, Pickering. 

Letters from four foreign societies ; also a circular letter 
from the Rhode Island Historical Society, which was laid 
over for consideration ; also, from Counsellor Schlegel of 
Copenhagen, announcing a donation. 



January. «1« 1831. 

The Librarian reported public notice given of proposed 
business. 

Report of the Committee on the Laws again considered, 
accepted, and the appended resolution adopted, as follows : 

Resolved, That in the opinion of the Society, the Twelve Fundamental 
Laws and regulations passed on the 3rd of February, 1769, may be law- 
fully amended or repealed, except so much thereof as is included in the 
Third Chapter of the same, entitled "Of the Officers and the manner of 
their election." 

1831. Jan'y 21. (Present, 24. Chapman in the Chair.) 

Librarian elected : Vaughan. 

Standing Committees for the year chosen : 

Ball — Strickland, Vaughan, Kane. 

Finance — C. C- Biddle, Vaux, Moore. 

Publication — F. Bache, Lea, Griffith. 

Annual appropriations made: Hall expenses, $150 ; Jour- 
nals, $200 ; Binding, $75 ; Contingent expenses, $150. 

Donations from six sources. 

Portrait of Correa de Serra, by C. B. Lawrence, was pre- 
sented by the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts. 
Thanks voted. 

Surgeon General Joseph Lovell's offer to put at the dis- 
posal of the Society a complete series of Meteorological Ob- 
servations made at the different military stations of the 
United States, was referred to A. D. Bache, Hembel, and 
Col. Long. 

A committee was appointed " to make astronomical ob- 
servations and to collect such obs. as may be made by others, 
during the year and to report the same to the Society ;" 
$200 appropriated for their use: A. D. Bache, Roberts, 
Lukens. 

Circular of the R. I. H. S. considered and laid on the 
table. 

New members elected : Prosper, Count Balbo, of Turin ; 
Hyacinth Carena, of Turin ; Louis Philip [sic], King of the 
French; Thos. P. Jones, M.D., of "Washington, D. C. 



February. 614 1831, 

1831. Feb'yL (Present, 16. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Committee on Lea's papers reported them for publication. 
Accepted. 

Donations from seven sources. 

Memoires de l'Academie des Inscriptions: The Librarian 
reported that a complete set in 46 volumes had been pre- 
sented to the Library by Messrs. Duponceau, Vaughan, 
Strickland, Chapman, Kane, A. D. Bache, Moore, Roberts, 
Wetherill, Short, T. Biddle, Hewson, N. Biddle, Morgan, 
Horner, Lea, Laroche, Lorich, Hopkinson, members. 

Rafn's letter of acknowledgment for membership was read. 

Hassler's letter on the proposed observation of the Solar 
Eclipse of the 1st inst., at Washington, was read ; Prof. 
Bache, for the Committee on the Eclipse, reported that Mr. 
Qummere would cooperate with the Committee in observ- 
ing ; and that the Trustees of the University had placed at 
their disposal astronomical apparatus. Messrs. Hassler and 
Gummere were added to the Committee. 

Dr. Chapman was added to the Committee on the Re- 
vision of the Laws. 



1831. FeVy 18. (Present, 22. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Mr. Lea's paper of May 7th, 1830, was referred to A. D. 
Bache, Nicklin, Pickering. 

A list of the heads of 60 families, original settlers on 60 
farms in Albemarle county, with their respective ages, from 
a letter of Mr. Coles to Mr. Vaughan, was read. 

The President's letter of notification to Louis Philip [sic] 
was read. 

The Curator's were authorized to extend to G-. "W. Feath- 
erstonehaugh the use of the geological specimens in the 
Cabinet. 

" Observations of the Solar Eclipse of Feb. 12," verbally 
communicated by Prof. Bache. 



March— April. Ol5 1831. 

1831. March 4. (Present, 23. DuPonceau in the Chair ; 
Del Rio, Quadrado, Long, and others.) 

Donations from seven sources. 

A book ordered in which all specimens loaned from the 
Cabinet should be entered by the Librarian. 

1831. March 18. (Present, 18. DupoDceau in the Chair.) 

Committee on Lea's paper of May 7, 1830, reported in 
favor of publication. So ordered. 

Donations from Harris, Vaughan. 

Letter of acknowledgment for donations from the French 
Institute. 

" For purchasing works not now in the Library," by Mr. 
Ord, with the cooperation of Messrs. Vaughan, Nicklin, 
and Delancy, $200 were appropriated. 

Committee on the Hall was directed to report on the ex- 
pediency of having the roof renewed, and on the most se- 
cure plan for doing it. 

\The minutes of the last three meetings are repeated verbatim 
on the following pages, in a different handwriting.'] 

1831. April 1. (Present, 23. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Donations from eight sources. 

Publication Fund : The Publication Committee reported 
a plan, to carry out which it was 

Resolved, That the 1st and 2d volumes of the Transactions (N. S. ) be 
placed at the disposal of the Committee, and that the receipts from the 
sale of said volumes, commencing from the present year, be appropriated 
in aid of the Publication Fund. 

Hall Committee instructed to have the roof renewed in 
the course of the ensuing summer. 

1831. April 15. (Present, 18. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 
Donations from eight sources. 



May. DID 1831. 

Schweinitz's "Synopsis Fungorum in America" was pre- 
sented and referred to Pickering, Griffith, Featherstone- 
hangh. 

New members elected : Henry Vethake, Prof. Fat. Phil., 
Princeton, N. J. ; Samuel L. Southard, of New Jersey ; Ed- 
ward Everett, of Massachusetts ; Louis McLane, of Dela- 
ware ; William C. Rives, of Virginia*; Alexander Everett, 
of Massachusetts. 



1831. May 6. (Present, 18. Duponceau ; Chapman, F. 
Bache, Biddle, Griffith, Lea, Vaughan, A. D. Bache, Quad- 
rado, Nichok, Hays, Moore, Wood, Pickering, Nicklin, Del 
Rios, Harlan, Hare.) 

Poinsett's Collection : " The Curators laid before the So- 
ciety a Catalogue of the Mexican minerals and Antiquities 
presented by Mr. Poinsett and Mr. Keating, prepared for the 
use of the members, which was ordered to be placed on file." 

Donations from six sources, for the Library; and from 
Hon. Henry Middleton, for the Cabinet. 

Laurence Martini's thanks for election was read. 



1831. May 20. (Present, 21. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Ed. Everett's letter of acknowledgment was read. 

Donations of books from three persons. 

A supplement to the paper of May, 1830, by Mr. Lea was 
referred to the same committee; 

Committee on Synopsis Fungorum reported in favor of its 
publication. 

Dr. Hays exhibited the specific differences between the 
Mastodon and Dr. God man's fossil, in a paper entitled " Spec- 
imens of inferior maxillary bones of Mastodons in the Cab- 
inet of the A. P. S., with remarks on the genus .... of 
Godman." Referred to Lea, Pickering, Wetherill. 

A case of Lithotrity in Kentucky, performed by Dr. Alvan 
Smith, was described by Dr. Coates. 



June— July. 617 1831. 

1831. June 14. Special Meeting on account of the death 
of Vice-President Zaccheus Collins. (Duponceau ; Hopkin- 
son. Chapman, Hembel, Harris, Wharton, Harlan, Vaux, 
Wetherill, Lorich, Ware, Vaughan, Hays.) 

Resolved, To meet at 6 o'clock p. m., at No. 22 K*. Second street, op- 
posite the dwelling .... and proceed thence in a body to the funeral. 



1831. June 17. (Present, 25. DuPonceau in the Chair ; 
Featherstonehaugh, Morgan, Del Rio, Quadrado, and 
others.) 

Committee on Hay's paper reported in favor of publica- 
tion. 

Committee on Lea's Supplement reported favorably. 

Donations from various sources ; for the Cabinet from Dr. 
Mease. 

A legacy of $500 (with several volumes of the Massachu- 
setts Spy) was announced by a letter from the executor of 
Isaac Thomas of Worcester, Mass., payable April 4, 1831, 
" to be added to the funds of the Society, or otherwise dis- 
posed of as the Society may direct." 

A biographical sketch of DeWitt Clinton by Wm. Rawle, 
was presented and filed away among the archives. 

Mr. Rawle was appointed to prepare an obituary notice of 
Z. Collins. 

The late Wm. Priestman's Library : A committee of Feath- 
erstonehaugh, Hopkinson, Duponceau, and Vaughan, was 
appointed to examine the books and purchase, not exceed- 
ing $300. 

1831. July 15. (Present, 35. DuPonceau in the Chair ; 
Quadrado, Delancey, Long, Meigs, Ware, Jackson, N. Bid- 
die, Lukens, Del Rio, Horner, Nicolls, and others.) 

Committee on Priestman's Library reported the purchase 
of $70 of books. 
Donations from twelve sources. 



Aug.— Sept.— Oct. 618 183!, 

" On irradiation," by Dr. B. F. Joslin, of Schenectady, 
was read and referred to Pickering, A. D. Bache, Lukens. 

Few members elected : Martin Fernandez Navarrete, of 
Madrid; Francisco Antonio Gonzales, of Madrid; John 
James Audubon. 



1831. Aug. 19. (Present, 15. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Donations from eigbt sources. 

On blasting rocks by galvanism : " Dr. Hare communicated 
a new application of galvanic ignition to the blasting of 
rocks, by which through many charges cooperating in one 
.... large masses may be thrown off instead of pieces of 
inferior size and irregular shape .... with a much greater 
security .... He had been prompted by a Patent process 
of Moses Shaw for using mechanical electricity for coopera- 
tive blasts." 

"On the mode of buildina; houses for convenience and 
comfort and against the risks of conflagration," addressed to 
the Society by Charles Varli, C. E., was read and referred to 
F. Bache and Lukens. 

1831. Sept. 16. (Present, 18. Hopkiuson in the Chair.) 

New member: Audubon, &c. 

Donation from fourteen sources. 

Letter of thanks from the Lisbon Academy. 

A set of the casts of the mammoth bones in the Cabinet 
was ordered to be given to the Academy Natural Sciences of 
Philadelphia. 

1831. Oct. 7. (Present, 19. Chapman in the Chair.) 

Donatious from twenty- two of the members: Audubon's 
Birds of North America, and Ornithological Biography. 

Committee on Observations reported observations on the 
Solar Eclipse of February 12, 1831, from the following per- 
sons and places: Joseph Roberts, of the Friend's Observa- 



October. "19 1831. 

tory, Philadelphia; Sears C. "Walker, near the same place; 
John Gummere, at Burlington, New Jersey ; Prof. James 
Kenwick, New York; Robert Treat Paine, at Malabar 
Light House, Massachusetts; F. R. Hassler, President's 
House, Washington City ; Prof. R. M. Patterson, University 
of Virginia ; Prof. A. D. Bache, at the Friend's Observatory, 
Philadelphia; all of which were directed to be published in 
the Transactions. 

The offer of M. Thomas, executor of Isaiah Thomas, to 
pay the legacy at once on a discount was accepted, and the 
Treasurer instructed accordingly. 

The death of Dr. N. Collin, an ancient member, was an- 
nounced, and Mr. Lorich appointed to prepare an obituary 
notice. 

That of Sol. W. Conrad also was announced, and Dr. 
Horner was appointed. 

That of Wm. Jones was also announced, and Mr. Kane 
was appointed. 

Donations were made to the Library by seven persons. 

An original Plan of the Siege of Yorktown, made by 
Major Bauman, New York Artillery, was presented by 
Richard Randolph, of Virginia. 

A letter from the Academy Natural Sciences, Philadel- 
phia, acknowledged the receipt of the "Megallonic casts." 

Committee appointed to ascertain of what members 
Necrological notices had not been presented, and to take 
measures to procure them: Horner, Vaux, Vaughan. 

Mr. Keating was permitted to borrow the Committee's re- 
port on Major Long's project of an improved lock. 



1831. Oct. 21. (Present, 24. Duponceau in the Chair.) 

Donations from five persons. 

Mr. Lorich 's obituary notice of Dr. Collin was read, and 
referred to Hays, Keating and Mitchell, to report on its pub- 
lication in the Transactions. 



Nov.— Deo. "20 1831 . 

The death of Reuben Haines was announced, and D. B. 
Smith appointed to prepare an obituary notice. 

New members elected : Hartman Bache, Major United 
States Topographical Engineers ; Baron Larrey, of Paris. 

1831. Nov. 4. (Present, 17. Duponceau in the Ghair.) 

Committee on Josliu's paper reported it for publication. 

Committee on Lorich's obituary notice of Collin reported 
it for publication. 

Donations from five persons. 

On Incrustations in Steam Boilers, using salt water : Mr. 
Strickland read a letter from Mr. Hartley, an eminent Eng- 
lish engineer, recommending saw dust or chippings of teak, 
to hold the salt suspended by the gum evolved by it in the 
process of boiling. 

Prof. Bache said that potatoes had been used in this and 
other countries. 

1831. Nov. 18. (Present, 12. Hopkinson in the Chair.) 

Donations from seven sources. 

Muhlenberg's Descriptio uberior graminum (in MS.) was 
deposited by the heirs of Z. Collins. 

Megalonyx : Donation to the Cabinet of 14 casts of bones 
of it, described in Yol. VI, Journal of the Academy of Arts 
and Sciences. 

Major H. Bache acknowledged by letter the honor of 
membership. 

1831. Dec. 2. (Present, 23. DuPonceau in the Chair ; 
Major Bache, &c.) 

Donations from nine sources, mostly individuals. 

Necrological notice of Sol. Conrad was read by Dr. Horner. 

W. C. Rives acknowledged from Paris the honor of mem- 
bership. 

" Description of the Tetracaulodon bone belonging to the 



Dec— Jan. 621 1831-1832. 

University of Virginia," a supplement to his paper of May 
last, was presented by Dr. Hays, and referred to the same 
Committee. 

Mr. Keating returned the borrowed report on Long's 
Lock. 

Magellanic Premium : No application reported. 

A Catalogue of the books purchased for the Society in 
Paris by him, with their prices, was presented by Mr. Ord. 
The purchases were approved, and thanks voted to Mr. Ord 
for tbe diligent manner, &c. 

Jefferson's Library : Committee to purchase books for the 
Society at the auction ; DuPonceau, Meredith, Ord. 

Dr. Hays having announced that he had now in his pos- 
session the best collection of bones of the mastodon known 
to be in existence, belonging to different museums, he was 
invited to exhibit them at the next meeting. Dr. Hays and 
the Curators were constituted a Committee to consider the 
propriety of making casts. 



1831. Dec. 16. (Present, 18. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Committee on Hay's description of " the Tetracandolan" 
[sic] bone belonging to the University of Virginia, reported 
it for publication. 

Books amounting to $8.40 reported purchased from Jef- 
ferson's library. 

Donation to the Library from T. F. Gordon. 

Dr. Hays exhibited and explained the Mastodon bones. 
Dr. Harlan described the Mastodon bones in the various 
museums of the U. S. 

Treasurer presented his annual report. Referred. 



1832. JarCy 6. (Present, 9. Dr. Meigs in the Chair; 
Harlan, Strickland, Eaguet, Keating, Vaughan, Wood, 
Nicklin, Major Bache.) 



